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CHLAMYDIA – THE FACTS



· In 2002, genital chlamydial infection was the most common sexually transmitted infection (STI) diagnosed in genito-urinary medicine (GUM) clinics.  82,206 diagnoses were made in England, Wales and Northern Ireland.

· Between 2001 and 2002, the number of diagnoses increased by 16 per cent in males and 13 per cent in females.  

· Highest rates of diagnoses were among women aged 16-19 years and men aged 20-24 years – 1,209 and 842 per 100,000 respectively.  

· The rate of diagnoses among women falls off dramatically after age 24 years because of changes in sexual behaviours and mixing patterns and decreased susceptibility.  

· The percentage decrease in the rate of diagnoses among men over 24 years is not as pronounced as it is among women, reflective of continued sexual risk taking in this age group.

Source: Health Protection Agency, November 2003

· Untreated genital chlamydial infection may have serious long-term consequences, especially in women in whom it is a well-established cause of pelvic inflammatory disease (PID), ectopic pregnancy and infertility. 

· The annual cost of chlamydia and its consequences in the United Kingdom is estimated to be more than £100 million.

Source: Department of Health, July 2004

